
Comments Policy Panel 

 
Marc BACCHETTA (WTO)  

- Issues are different in different regions: target project to relevant issues in each country 

- Trade today is a more complexed concept: what is the variable of analysis? Trade facilitation?  

- Mega region agreements, countries in the study are not part of them. How they would be 

affected? What would be their reaction? 

- Starting point for developing countries? Many countries start with very concentrated export 

baskets. How they can participate in GVCs? 

- Idea that trade is important for employment but not sure how it looks like from LDCs 

perspective versus emerging countries. What are the pressing issues in labor market in each 

country? 

David CHEONG (ILO): 

- Most items in the program relevant for developing countries 

o Trade more important in developing countries 

o Labor market characteristics very different in developing countries. Lot of the results 

from developed countries does not apply. 

- Underemployment more important than unemployment in many developing countries 

- Going forward jobs challenge not only quantity but also quality of jobs 

- Project should also look to flow of knowledge, technology. Links to FDI 

- Role of institutions in providing information on labor markets and how to link to 

opportunities in trade. 

- Trade in service included in the proposal? Can we have service led growth? 

- Link to structural change 

- Efforts on data would be useful 

- Promote capacity building 

- Keep research relevant to demand of policy makers in each country, engage them from start. 

Marco FUGAZZA (UNCTAD): 

- Trade hidden in MDG8 

- Role of trade in post 2015 agenda. Trade as “enabler”, need to be “properly harnessed” 

- But unfinished business: what makes trade really an enabler? When opportunities are 

properly harnessed? Are there indicators that could be used besides market access? 

- While debate regarding role of trade in SDG will remain political, project could provide some 

of the answers. 

- Can we have a “possible trinity” Trade-GDPpc Growth-Human Development 

Pedro CARNEIRO (University College of London): 

- Is there a scope for large employment institutions in developing countries of the type we 

have in developed countries? 


